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! THE VICE CHANCELLOR
¥ OF KELANIYA, SRI LANKA

| am delighted to send my warmest wishes to
the organisers and contributors of the “Pure
Water for All" Project. We take pride as the
University of Kelaniya to be a part of this noble
effort through our Alumni Association in
Victoria, Australia (KUAA) and the Department
of Chemistry.

The foremost responsibility of any human
be:\? is to serve the fellow humans. It is a
fundamental value that indisputably
contributes to the advancement of our human
society. The intellectual development is fruitless
in the absence of a strong value base and
spiritual development. It is heartening to see

UAA's collaboration in this initiative which
testifies  our  intellectual community’s
commitment for upholding such long

preserved values.

The Project “Pure Water for All" responds to a
long standing problem of renal failure affectin

thousands o Eeo;zle living in the North Centra
Province of Sn Llanka. Our academics have
researched this problem over the years and
have identified the causal factors underpinning
this issue and how it has affected the

communities. It is estimated that there are
about 150,000 people who suffer from chronic
kidney disease in the North Central Province
alone and a Ia&ge number of people are dying
each year as a direct result of renal failure.

In the absence of a long-term solution for this
issue at the national level, the Project "Pure
Water for All" is a welcoming response. | am
truly proud of the University’s contribution to
the development of the water purification
system that will enable the communities in the
affected areas to obtain potable dninking water.
As a national center or academic excellence,
Kelaniya University has made notable
developments responding to the needs of Sn
Lankan society and has pioneered a number of
new developments in Higher Education.

Nonetheless, without KUAA's significant
involvement in mobilising resources, these
innovations would not have seen much impact.
KUAA's partnership with some reputed
stakeholders for this project has made it
possible to bring this technology to the
communities in need.

Over the years, KUAA has engaged in a number
of initiatives to support the undergraduates of
the University of Kelaniya. Donating motorized
wheelchairs to the undergraduates with
mobility impairments has been the most recent
among them.

On behalf of the University, | am extremely
thankful to KUAA for nising up to the call of
need and sustaining their connection with the
University and the country.

| would also like to thank all the stakeholders
involved in this noble partnership and send our
warmest wishes for this imtiative to succeed
thereby achieving the esteemed goal of “pure
water for all”

Professor D M Semasinghe
Vce Chancellor

University of Kelaniya

Sri Lanka



(MALI BORAMGSTDA:

PRESIDENT

INI ASSOCIATION AUSTRALIA

It is with great pleasure and A'oy that | write this
message for the Vishama Bhaga — Premiere in
Melbourne. As KUAA, we are honoured to be a
part of the change that we are going to make in
the remote areas of Sn Lanka through the
project "Pure water for all".

Your home away from
home beneath the
Dandenong Ranges

Over the past few years KUAA has pledged our
support towards a number of charity projects
and in KUAA we believe that giving is not just
about making a donation. It is about making a
meaningful difference. This project "Pure water
for all" aims to address the ongoing issue renal
failure that is affectin? a significant number of
community members lvin? in the North Central
Province of Sn Lanka. Thus, it attempts to
provide a meaningful solution for a long-
standigg problem in Sn Lanka. As the president
of KUAA, | had the opportunity of visiting the
already existing water projects and witnessing
with my own eyes, the difference that “pure
water” can make in the lives of people who are
living at the bnnk of renal failure.

| take this opportunity to appreciate hard work
of all the stakeholders involved in this noble
project and | wish this initiative all successes.

Amali Boralugoda

President .

Kelaniya University Alumni Association Australia
(KUAA)




It is an honour and privilege to wnte this
message as one of the past students and a

current academic staff member of the
University of Kelaniya to congratulate the
organisers of the “Pure Water for All" project
for the contnbution they are making to
distribute clean water for the gle affected
by Chronic Kidney Disease (CKD?ier? r Lanka.

According to the greatest words of the Lord
Buddha, our precious human birth is very rare.
As a human being, we are bestowed with the
greatest potential of all creatures on earth to
realise the Dhamma. However, the activities of
a lifetime are just like raindrops falling on a
pool of water: they make a few npples and
then get disappeared. Therefore, once we
realise the unique opportunity that being born
as a human offers, we will surely want to direct
all our energy towards fulfiling our highest
potential as a human being, and at the end of
our lives, we need an answer to the question
whether we have truly taken advantage of this
precious human birth to cultivate wisdom and
compassion. With this understanding, |, as a
scientist, contributed to this project, “Pure
Water for All" mainly to protect people who
suffer from CKDu as no long-term solutions
have been taken by the authonties in Sri Lanka.

i Y

~

MESSAGEEROM - 8

@R PRIYAN| PARANAGAMA
T UNIVERSITY OF KELANIYA

Chronic Kidney Disease with unknown etiol
(CKDu) has become a major health issue in the
dry zone of Sn Lanka. Farmers from the North-
Central Province (NCP) who use pesticides for
farming drink contaminated water from shallow
wells and had history of drinking from
abandoned wells, are at higher nsk of
developing CKDu. Chronic low dose exposure
to multiple heavy metals and agrochemicals is
hypothesized as the etiological factor for CKDu.
eat stress and chronic repeated dehydration
also may be an aggravating factor in disease
progression. Heavy fertilizer and pesticide use
gol ute public water sources and groundwater.
addy farmers after spraying their pesticides
wash their applicators in nearby streams. Many
villagers use these streams for dninking,
bathing, cooking and washing clothes.
possible major cause for the increased
incidence of CKDu is due to water pollution
that has been caused the exposure to
rochemicals through polluted water sources.
i1 prﬂed “Pure  Water for All" helps
safeguarding thousands of peoples living In
these areas.

Our research findings helped to prove that
water sources in the affected areas in the NCP
are contaminated with agrochemicals. Since
there is no long-term solution for this disease,
the only alternative is to provide pure water to
save the lives of affected people in the NCP.
Through this project, establishment of Reverse
Osmosis (RO) plants in the affected villages in
the NCP is implemented to combat the
problem of agrochemical pollution and the lack
of access to clean water sources. The recent
statistics show that providing clean drinking
water reduces the possibilitx of CKDu among
farmers. Although costly, RO process is an
excellent, and a wviable method of water
purification in providing access to clean water. |
as a member of the academic staff of University
of Kelaniya was fortunate enough to contribute
to this project through the research findings
that we published.

On behalf of the research group and the

University Community, | take this opportunity

to thank KUAA for taking appropriate action to

rLgmkedy one of the burning health issues in Sri
nka.

Senior Professor Priyani Paranagama
Chair of Chemistry, the University of Kelaniya,

Director, Institute of Indigenous Medicine, University of
Kelaniya,

President, Institute of Chemistry, Sri Lanka.
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Pivifnuru Pon Pooio - Pure Water for All

We give lite itselt

A Solution for Chionic Kidney Risease

Pure Water for All" project is an initiative to Provide Potable Drinking Water for Communities in Sri
Lanka with a High Prevalence of Chronic Kidney Disease

BACKGROUND

The problem of Chronic Kidney Disease in Sri Lanka

Sn Lanka, a member of the Commonwealth and

ularly known as the Pearl of the Indian

ean, i1s home to a fulation of 22 million
people. Data from the 2011 Government Census
of Population and Housing reveal vanances in
the incidence of poverty across the country.
Nearly 45 percent of the country’s population
live on less than $5 per day. The rural sector
accounted for over 75 percent of the population
and over 85 percent of r Sn Lankans
nationwide. Cntically, many of those below or
close to the poverty line are engaged in
agriculture as their livelihood with extremely
lower wages and often suffenng or at nsk of
being affected by Chronic Kidney Disease.

Sn Llanka has been going through many
challenges in the recent past including the civil
war that lasted over three decades. Although

Causal Factors

Experts have pointed out diverse factors
underpinning the issue of CKDu which include
socio-economic, financial and ecological
aspects. Nevertheless, those invoived in efforts
to address this issue believe that the main
contributor of CKDu is the community's
prolonged exposure to high concentrations of
toxins from the heavy usage of agricultural
chemicals that began in the 1970s. Over the last
thirty years, the issue of CKDu has seen a
gradual increase with the ever increasing use of
an agricuitural chemical named Glyphosate. The
onset of the CKDu can be traced back to 1980s
when the condition was first diagnosed in the
remote farming community of Padawiya. Known
as “Rajarata Kidney Disease” in Sri Lanka. This
iIs approximately after 10 years since when
Glyphosate was first introduced in Sri Lanka.
Since then, this epidemic has killed more people
in the NCP than the total number of deaths from
the civil war that lasted over three decades.

Residues of heavy metals such as cadmium,
arsenic, lead and mercury are now present in
virtually all water, soil, and human samples.

overshadowed by the prolonged cvil war,
sg(niﬁcant prevalence of Chronic Kidney Disease
(CKDu) has been a massive threat to a large
number of Sri Lankan farmers living in rural
villages. Sri Lanka has not had any historical
issues related to CKDu of any kind. However, the
onset of this issue was evident as Sn Lankan
farmers gradually abandoned the traditional
farming practices in 1970s with the amval of
modern techniques and chemicals. The North
Central Province (NCP) is the largest province
covering sixteen percent of the country and has
two districts, Anuradhapura and Polonnaruwa.
According to government statistics, more than
65% of NCP population depend on pa
cultivation. This been the region where ea
agricultural self-sufficency was accomplished
over centuries as Sn Lankan farmers dotted the
land with rice fields that today produce enough
rice to feed the country’s 22 million people.




Along with chemical exposure, dehydrabion,
contaminated water from shallow wells and
tube wells, modern diet, and extreme working
conditions have also been postulated as
mntnt;;hng factors to the dlisease which is
now show up Increasin in unger
enerations n?'he I:;r‘f_-ar and a?shcr:cmtedw shg?‘na
KDu elicit have unfortunately spread beyond
the NCP to neighbouring provinces. According
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to the World Health Organization, more than
15% of the rural population in the NCP and the
more southern Uva province are struggling with
CKDu. In the North Central Province alone,
where people exist amu:l low soco-economic
conditions in the small willages,
approximately 1500{}0 KDu cases are
currently de.raslahng families.

Prevalence and Gravity of the Problem

While cases of the disease affecting women and
children have been reported, the ma c:nty of
CKDu vicims are male farmers aged 4Il]

The impact this problem 15 having, not f.:lnl;n,lr in
their lives and that of their families but also on
their communities, 15 profound. Within a mere
two years after inthal diagnosis, almost 80% of
CKDu patients suffer total kidney failure and
ulomately die. Since a death represents not just
the loss of a loved one, but also often the fﬂSﬂ
of a family's main[:| breadwilnner the
consequences go on rsonal ftr
famil?gs left in narl':lnl?al rulnpihlldren fggce
work rather than attend schnnl
cnme rates.

Another alarming dimension of this problem is
that there are 7/8 schools in the NCP and the
children attending these schools are suffening
from a shortage of re dnnking water
withoutwhich ﬂ'ley not on 'i;-lnsk their health and

tﬂ
and rising

safety but also ﬂi:purtunit],r for education. This
Just goes on to show how almost every aspect
of those ple’s lives has been badly affected.
While t economical state 15 declining,
education, nounshment, socal happiness, and

productivity of those people have been affected
drastically.

Over the past 20 years, 23,000 people have
died from CKDu in 5n Lanka. 5a :-'..],rmpaﬂ'lj,r
and support owed its sufferers n yeld to

indifference as political and economic interests
shroud this wital health i1ssue. Successive
governments have failed to offer a systematic
solution to eliminate this problem. Some
sporadic efforts were taken by the current
overnment to regulate the import of
lyphosate.  However, these  piecemeal
oaches have failed to prowvide a holistic
solution to redeem farming communities in 5n
Lanka from this silent killer.

"PURE WATER FOR ALL" PROJECT DESCRIPTION

"Pure water for All" is a project that is being
implemented by Shraddha Tlh" response to
the need of potable drinking water n the CKDu
affected communities in the NCP in 5n Lanka.
The project aims at prowviding potable drinking
water to all families and communities in the
Province. To date, the project has set up thirty
three water punﬁcahnn plants in the area
contributing to positive outcomes by alleviating

the spread of CKDu as testified by the ongoing
follow ups made by the project team. The water
E:"::E l:aimn plants with the latest technology of

rse Osmosis (RO) has the capability to
eliminate harmful chemicals in the water
making it suitable for human consumption. The
process of setting up a water punfication
system in a selected location 1s camed out In a
number of phases as outlined below:

Key Aspects of Setting up a Water Purification Plant

The process commences with an inihal
examination of water sources in a selected
village. This examination is done to evaluate the
qualty of water and its suitability for human
consumption and the entire water gqualr
testing pmcess is carnied out in the laboratones
at the Fartment of Chemistry of the
University of Kelaniya. After having evaluated
the water a::cc:rdlng to the internabional
standards, a notice 15 placed cerbifying the

ity water sources in any given

water quality for human consumption. This
allows people to know which water sources are
clean and which ones are contaminated. This
process is done En::nmpassmq all available

village and the
evaluation is done bi-annually. A mapping of all
water sources andclassification of their quality
15 a key component for raisi l:c:mmuml:_',.r
awareness on where to find potable w
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The next phase of the process is the setting up
of water purification plants. Based on the data
gained on the first step of the project as well as
information sourced from other responsible
institutions, large water filtering plants are
established in areas which has a high incidence
of CKDu. Also, the initial mapping helps
identifyinﬂ‘ areas with fewer dnnking water
sources. The plants are set up in the identified
areas which also have a continued supply of
water around the year. The technology used for
the water punfication plants helps removing
the elements of water such as Arsenic,
Cadmium, Florid, Mercury and hardness of
water which are suspected to be the harmful
elements contrnibuting to CKDu.

Raisin? community awareness is the next most
crucial aspect of the process once the water
purification plant is set up. This is essential due
to a number of reasons including the proper

Photo Stories of “Pure water for all” -
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maintenance, protecting the water sources from
further contamination and encouraging geople
to consume only water purified and certified by
a purification plant. Part of the process also
?eays special emphasis on rromoting natural

rtiliser for farming and helping communities
to understand the importance of doing so. This
is a process that is carried out by mobilising
community leaders and conducting regular

awareness activities in community, refigious and

school settings.

In addition to the setting up of punfication
plants, deep wells are also constructed in
selected schools in the area to get water from
deep layers of earth for the consumption of
those school children and teachers. By this,
water can be supplied throughout the year
while ordinary wells dry off during non-rainy
seasons.

from Tears to Smiles




X, We've been very lucky to have a water purification system built in our village. Most

of our villagers suffered from the kidney disease before the water plant was set up.
We are so happy that we've been provided with a solution to the biggest problem
we've been facing. We would like to thank everyone who supported us with this.

Bodina, School girl from Anuradhapura District

Sadly, almost 80% of our villagers were suffering from the kidney disease.
We've been asking for help from many groups, but no one came to
support. The water in the public taps are also contaminated and whenever
we use them, people get sick. Urine tests became an everyday reality for
many of us. Many men in our community died because of kidney disease.
Now that we have a water plant set up in our village, we are out of many
troubles. Now we are hopeful that we can protect the younger generation
from the killer disease.

K. Suvineetha, Trincomalee District
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The water purification plant has been a significant relief for us. We are no
longer worried about people dying from the kidney disease. Before the
water plant was set up, we lost about 25 peopie due to the kidney disease.
M People from the nearby villages are also benefitting from this water plant.

| People from Suhadapura, Mirishena, Thissapura and Udaragama come as
far as 4kms to fetch water from this plant.

A Villager from Polonnaruwa District

There’s been a significant decline of the number of people affected by the
kidney disease after the villagers started to use clean water produced by
the new plant. We are extremely happy that we can let our children drink
water with confidence now. The water sources in our area were so
contaminated that many people used to die because of the kidney
disease. We are extremely thankful to the people who helped us and we
hope many other villages can also benefit from this service.

A Villager from Ehetugaswewa, Anuradhapura

PROJECT SCALING UP PHASE

Overall Goal

Based on the notable success manifested in the initial phases, the project team aims at setting up
water purification plants in all the affected villages in the North Central Province of Sn Lanka
depending on the availabilit{) of financial support available for this cause. The new phase of the
project will be implemented by setting up water purification plants in the villages according to the
priority list completed during the initial mapping. Resource mobilisation work will continue to seek
as much support as possible to ensure all villages receive a water purification plant. In keeping with
its onginal vision, the new phase of the project aims to contrnibute to the following goal:

Su ing communities in the North Central Province of Sri Lanka to lead a happy and
heatthy life by eradicating Chronic Kidney Disease by promoting sustainable farming
practices and consumption of purified water free from harmful chemicals.

The overall goal will be achieved by conducting following activities:

* Mapping out areas with high prevalence of CKDu (completed)

» Setting up water purification systems in all communities identified by the mapping

» Setting up deep wells in the schools identified through the initial mapping

» Educating the communities about the importance of consuming safe drinking water
« Raising community awareness on sustainable and eco-friendly farming practice

The project team completed the initial mapﬁing activity and has En’on'tised 10 villages for setting up
water purification plants in the areas with high prevalence of CKDu. The mapping has identified a
total of over 100 villages requiring a water purification system.

This project is a joint effort of Shraddha TV, Sri Lanka Civil Security Department, Biochemistry Unit -
University of Kelaniya and University Alumni Association in Australia (KUAA). KUAA is the project
pariner mobilising resources for this initiative in Australia.

PROJECT COST (ESTIMATE PER ONE WATER PURIFICATION UNIT)

The cost of constructing one water 'E:riﬁcation unit in a village costs an estimated Rs.1.35 million
(AU$ 11,250) which indudes only the costs of equipment as the community members and Civil
Security Department will extend labour support for the construction. Most importantly, the Civil
Security Department will ensure the security of the water purification plant



SUPPORT REQUIRED 1 6

We would greatly appreciate your generous contributions to this noble cause by making a
direct deposit to tﬁg following account number exclusively set uEefur this project. All
proceeds will be directed to the "Pure Water for All" project under the very stnict guidance
of Kelaniya University Alumni Assocation in Australia.

For more information about the Pure Water for All Project, please contact the following
team members.

KEY PROJECT CONTACTS

Melbourne
Rawvi Hewawissa
Phone: +61 402 846 675

Indika Soonyarchchi

Phone: +61 459 803 881

Sanjaya Perera

Phone: +61 433 487 427

KUAA Charity Inc, BSB: 063626, Account no: 10709023

Sydney

Project contact

Suchiththa Livanage

Email: purewaterchanty sydney@gmail.com

Phone: +61 469 688 912

Pure Water Charity Group of Sydney , BSB: 032080, Account No: 610656

Perth

Project contact

Sampath Dayarathna

Email:mahamevnawaperth@gmail.com

Phone: +61 430 037 263

Mahamevnawa Buddhist Meditation Center , BSB: 036081, Account No: 473639

Adelaide

Project contact

Lanka Perera

Phone: +61 425 898 238

Mahamewnawa Bhudhist Maeditation Centre Adelaide Limited,
BSB: 033005 Account No: 532234
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Water
Provided
by Dec18
(Litres)

1|Ehetugaswewa Dewagirl Wiharaya - Welioya Mr. Thissa Jinasena Rs.1,046,000.00 8,550,000.00
2!sri Thilakaramaya - Janakapura Doners of Singapore Rs.1,156,207.00 3,990,000.00
3|Ranmaduwa Rajamaha wiharaya - Medawachchiya |Shraddha TV viewers Rs.1,108,624.50 1,140,000.00
4|Galkulama €.5.D Camp -welioya Dr. Roshan Karunarathne 399,000.00
5|sri Ananda vidya Nikethana - Mahathalakolawewa Shraddha TV viewers Rs.1,220,817.00| 2015 3,150,000.00
6| Wadigawewa - meegaswewa Mr. Amila Gamarachchi Rs.1,120,078.30 1,125,000.00
7.5rl Priyadarshanaramaya - Bablyawewa Mr. D.K.Subasinghe Rs.1,271,086.90 1,575,000.00
8| Ambagaswewa Dialog Rs.1,251,695.80 1,350,000.00
9| Meegollawa Shraddha TV viewers Rs.1,199,532.30 2,700,000.00
10| Siwalipura - Padavi Sripura Wishwa Paramee Rs.1,311,674.00 2,220,000.00
11!sri Bodhi mangalarama wiharaya wan ela - kanthale |Mr. Ajith Jayasinghe Rs.1,379,651.00 2,960,000.00
12| Srl Mayurawapi Rajamaha Wiharaya - Monarawewa |Wishwa Paramee Foundation Rs.1,339,649.00| 2016 1,280,000.00
13|Pothanegama - Polpithigama Mr. T.Dewanand Rs.946,210.00 450,000.00
14|Islpathanarama Wiharaya(18 Kanuwa) - Padaviya Mr. W.A Athula Silva Rs.1,562,850.00 1,200,000.00
15|Ruwanpura New Village - Padaviya Mr. Gunawardhana Rs.1,562,850.00 900,000.00
16|Buddhangala RajJamaha Wiharaya - Welioya Geo Engineering Counselting Rs.1,562,850.00 1,200,000.00
(pvt)itd.
17|Lassanagama - Padavi Sripura Mr. H.A. Athula Silva Rs.1,562,850.00 1,200,000.00
18| Bogashandiya - Mahawilachchlya Mrs. Rohini weragala Rs.922,455.00| 2017 2,200,000.00
19!/ Gemburu Oya - wilgamuwa Heart Arise Foundation (Mr. Sasaki Rs.1,308,918.00 190,000.00
Jun)
20! Sinhalawijayagama kondachchiya - Silawathura Wishwa Paramee Foundation Rs.1,175,255.00 20,000.00
21!sri Salarukkharama wiharava - Puhudiwula _ ISynopsys(pvtitd | Rs.1,038,197.00 1,530,000.00
22| Puleliya - medawachchiya Join Together Society - South Korea Rs.1,207,500.00 2,080,000.00
23| Katukellyawa - Medawachchlya Heart Arise Foundation (Mr. Sasaki Rs.1,201,500.00 720,000.00
Jun)
24| Girithalegama M.V - Polonnaruwa Mahamevnawa Buddhist Rs.1,218,500.00, 2018 210,000.00
Monastery
25|bendiwewa M.V - Polonnaruwa Mrs. Ramani Pandithage Rs.426,000.00 105,000.00
26/Suhadapura - Polonnaruwa Mr. A.A.S.P.Amarasinghe Rs.1,212,623.00 210,000.00
27|Kumudupura - Polonnaruwa shades Fashions Rs.1,217,575.00 210,000.00
28! Yudaganawa - Polonnaruwa Mrs. Damma Kulathilaka Rs.1,228,465.00 385,000.00
29| Mallagashandiya - Polonnaruwa Wishwadhara Society Rs.1,213,965.00 280,000.00
30| Kirimetiyawa - Kebithigollewa Rotary Club Dundus Rs.1,238,500.00 280,000.00
31| Avaranthulawa - vavuniya The Women committee Of The Sri Rs.1,258,000.00 330,000.00
Lankan Association Of Norway
32/|Sirl Sumana M.V - Periya Ulukkulama The Women committee Of The Sri Rs.347,000.00 120,000.00
Lankan Association Of Norway
33| Etakada,Galenbindunuwewa - Medawachchiya Maha Karuna Buddhist Soclety Of Rs.1,199,820.00 210,000.00
34|Jayanthipura - Kanthale Kalana Mithuro - Italy Rs.1,205,000.00 100,000.00
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40 KOLANIYA

Donors

Pradeep Perera, Ausha Silva, Suranga Vithana, Prasanna Jayathilaka,
Sasanka Pinidiya, Chandima Gunawardhana and Keerthi Hemachandra

WEHERATHANNA

Donors

Thushara, Upendra, Anuruddha, Avishka, Lakmini, Thimesha, Chester,
Dushshantha, janaka, Numega, Shiyamalie, Savida and Sisira,

5t g P Ty .: 5

MAHAKANDARAWA
Donors
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Pure water for All’ Project Line up - Melbourne

KUAA's Primary objective is to build 10 Pure water for all pro{ects for 10 CKDu affected villages in
Sri Lanka during the first round which has started in April 2019

Within 4 months we have got an overwhelming support from many kind hearted donors across
Melboumne wo have pledged to build 7 Plants. 3 projects are on construction stage and below
listed 4 projects will be commenced construction soon.

We have a broader array of donors spanning from Leading businesses, Individuals and Community
groups helping to make a change of some one’s life.

Village Benefitted CKD Donors Bquet
Identified Population Patients Estimate
Sivdisagama 1800 Over 10 Lincoln of Toorak Rs.1.35m
(Anuradhapura (Several 03 9826 3399
District) Deaths -
Reported ) f
.::‘:?:n'n'é
HNCCIN
AusCeylon
0425846377
0430955040

A

uomam

Pada\;Za TBC TBC Good Samaritans Rs.1.35m
Anuradhapura of Melboume

North West

Coordinated by

Ajith Prasanna
Ethabendiwewa 3000 Over 20 Indika / Sithara  Rs.1.35m
Rotawewa (Several Sooriyaarachchi
(Trincomalee Deaths
District) Reported) Lasitha / Ruvini

Jayatilake
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PANSILU WICKRAMARATNA JACKSON ANTHONY PANKAJA WICKRAMARATNA

Fuesarsini Ferocharddia Famalsii

HEMASIRI LIYANAGE KUSHALYA FERNANDO PRIYANTHA SIRIKUMARA

Macins Faenr Maka Bandara

LALITH PALITHA PERERA
RATHNAYAKE T o

N~
VEN. ALUDENIYE SUBODHI * ~ P~ T,
THERO C. RUWANTHILAKE TISSA SURENDRA
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His inimitable style of story telling through frames has set him apart from other directors. Novel
themes, storylines and presentations different to the hackneyed melodramas around family
problems are cormnerstones of Lalith Ratnayake’s creations.

The award winning director of ‘Arungal’ and Teth Saha Viyali' fame recently engaged in his debut
cinematic venture with “Vishama Bhaga’(The Other Half). The film had already won recognition at
a number of international film festivals — the latest being five awards at the Festigious International
Film Festival in Los Angeles.

‘Vishama Bhaga’ won the First Time Director (Feature), Best Namrative Feature and Best Picture
awards. It also eamed Pansilu Wickramaratna the Best Young Actor award and the Best
Supporting Actress award for Kaushalya Fernando.

“I always follow my own style of story telling whenever | take on a production. | express my
feelings through a series of images captured from a camera lens. Unlike some directors who
shape their productions according to the structures of certain international film festivals, | was
truthful to my emotions. | believe that the jury of these film festivals recognized this feature and
found it as a refreshing change,” Ratnayake spelled out “Vishama Bhaga's success.

As the lead judge of the Festigious Intemnational Film Festival, Shaw Jones puts it Vishama
Bhaga' is a “powerful film which shines a light on environmental injustice while simultaneously
celebrating the human connection and our power to overcome adversity. The cinematography is
superb, and Ratnayake weaves this stirring story with stunning direction; | was blown away by the
beautiful performances of the stellar cast.”

This is not the first time that the film had won interational recognition. It was among the best five
films at the 22nd Shanghai Intemational Film Festival. Known as the only category A intemational
film festival in China and one of the largest in Asia, the Shanghai International Film Festival was
held in China in June.
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Ratnayake also made it the top five contestants competing for the Best Script Writer Award at
the Asia New Talent Awards at the event. Other productions which had been nominated for the
Asia New Talent Awards were from countries like Iran, Japan, India, and China. Pansilu too
was among the nominees for the Best Actor Award. He competed with actors from Japan,
India, the Philippines and China to eam a position among the top five.

Later the film won the fitles of Best Supporting Actor (Jackson Anthony), Cinematographer
(Palitha Perera), Best Director (Lalith Ratnayake) and Best Namative Film at Asian
Cinematography Intemational Film Festival in the Philippines. They would be receiving their
cerificates for these accolades at the premiere of the film which will be held in Melboumne,
Australia, on August 24.

“Vishama Bhaga’ relates the story of twin brothers who embody different personalities and
traits. The lead role, Ruwansin, is porirayed by Pansilu while his brother, Pankaja, portrays the
other twin's character, Kamalsin.

“l interviewed 76 twins and finalized four sets of twins for the roles. However there was an
unexpected issue with my final selection. Pansilu and Pankaja were the sons of one of my
friends. So | finally selected them for the roles because | felt that | would be able to guide them
easily through the roles. Pansilu also had the features | needed for the character. Most of the
film deals with moods and emotions rather than dialogues. Pansilu was able to bring out his
emotions through his facial expressions well. He was good at listening to my instructions,
following my lead and giving me just what | wanted from the character,” Ratnayake explained.

The film was shot in 2018 and the post production process was completed in early 2019. It was
produced by Ven Aludeniye Subodhi thera on behalf of Shraddha TV under the guidance and
blessings of Ven Kirbathgoda Gnanananda thera.

“It is very difficult to find a producer for an artistic film like this as they are always looking for
commercial gains. However both Yen Aludeniye Subodhi thera and Yen Kinbathgoda
Gnanananda thera were only interested in making a quality production embodying a
meaningful message,” Ratnayake said.

Speaking to the Daily News Kaushalya Femando said that the most challenging aspect of the
film was that it had very little dialogue for the cast to recite.

“A majority of the story had to be related through actions and facial expressions. It is a very
sensitive tale which relates that though two people may seem alike and get the same quality of
education, they embody different personalities. They are both judged through formal education.
Though it may seem like a simple tale, it has a lot of depth. The director has brought out his
message in such subtle manner that it is narrated to the audience like a poem,” she said
adding that she believes that steps should be taken to screen the film soon in S Lanka while
the hype of winning the awards is siill fresh in the moviegoers® minds.

“Vishama Bhaga’ also stars Jackson Anthony as Hemachandra, Hemasiri Liyanage as the
grandfather, Privantha Sirikumara as Bandara and Thilakshini Ratnayake as the music teacher,
Sakunthala.
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HALLOM MHiI-TECH

ALTOMOTIVE SERVICES

9708 6583

1/50 Star Crescent, Hallam

Full Service of

Auto Repair
& Maintenance

WE ARE A CLICK AWAY FROM YOUR AUTO
PROBLEM SOLUTIONS

After Hours We realize that you leas

% busy life, so we have ma
Drop-Oft it egsy for you to drof off

yourvehicle 24,7






DATE TIME LOCATION CITyY
24% August 2.00PM ASTOR Theatre MELBOURNE
25" August 2.00PM ASTOR Theatre MELBOURNE
31 August 6:30 PM Regal Theatre, Kensington Park ADELAIDE
1% September 6:30 PM Regal Theatre, Kensington Park ADELAIDE
7" September 6:15 PM Event Cinemas, Castle Hill SYDNEY
B September 6:15PM Event Cinemas, Castle Hill SYDNEY
144 September 7.00 PM Community Centre, Hamlyn Heizhts GEELONG {(MEL3OURNE)
15" September 6:30 PM Grand Signet Cinema PERTH
28" September 4.00FPM AMC Auditorium, Launceston HOBART
29Y September 4.00 PM Stanley Burbury Theatre, Sandy Bay HOBART
13" October 5.00 pm CINEPLEX Australia, Bzlmoral ERISBANE
Cultural Centre
3" Novembe 3.00PM 2 CAMNBERRA ACT
QERmer The Australian National University
NORTHERN
TERRITORY
QUEENSLAND
WESTERN
AUSTRALIA Q
SOUTH
AUSTRALIA
NEW SOUTH
9 9 WAL%
9 AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL
RIA TERRITORY (Canberra)
TASMANIA 9
New Zealand
DATE TIME LOCATION cimy
317 August 3.00 AM The Hollywoad, Avandale Auckland




With Over 25 Lenders We are Providing
Honest and Reliable Service

IS (OLIIA]T. OANS

Lending Specialist Home Loans
Investment Loans

Construction Loans

Business Loans

Re-Finance
an. Car' LOanS
\A\ FPersonal Loans
\ Call us today
\ FREE nsultatic
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Ausiralion CredW License Number: 364571
ABN: 71 268 069 697

Champika Herath
(BSc, MSc, Grad Dip, Dip FS)
[Accredited Mortgage Consulitant
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www.shraddha.lk
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SHRADDHA CHARITY ORGANIZATION PUREWATERFORALL National Kidney Patient’s Fund
www.sco.lk www.purewater.lk www.nkpf.org

www.youtube.com/shraddhatv www.facebook.com/shraddhatv —
www.youtube.com/shraddhatvlive www.facebook.com/lakviru
www.youtube.com/shraddhatvdaily www.facebook.com/charity.shraddha 076 272 60 82
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